Free Publicity for Your Business

Tell us about your success with our products and we will include you in our PR campaigns. As a successful BizPlanBuilder® user, we may be able to help you get some free PR for your business. Here’s how:

See Your Business in Print 2 Ways

Be featured in print

We often have editors ask to speak to our customers about their experience using JIAN products. Editors typically want to give their readers stories about real people with real business issues, and how they successfully addressed those issues. This can lead to free publicity for your business through articles published in business, software/computing, and in-flight magazines; trade publications; and business sections of local and national newspapers.  

Links on our website

We also post customer success stories and photos to our website—this is more free publicity for you. If you will also provide us with your web address, we will include an active link to your website from our website! This is also an easy way to improve search engine rankings for your website. 
We’d love to share YOUR Success Story in both environments. To do that, we need a little help from you:
We’ve Made it Very Easy

You can fill in and send us the Success Story template below; you can schedule a phone interview via email to: burke@jian.com; or you’ll find a Success Story submission form on our website. 
Or, scroll down to use the success story template.

We’re excited to hear your entire story, and we know that other customers gain a great deal learning about how a smart business person like you has used JIAN software to build a successful business. So, we want your story ASAP! (You can start filling in the template right now. Just scroll down…)
If you have any questions about these programs, please call us, at 1- 800-346-5426

Use as much or as little as you like, but please send it to me as soon as possible. Thank you very much!
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Burke Franklin

Please Tell Us
About Your Success!

· Thank you for telling us how a JIAN product has helped you and your business. We look forward to reading your Success Story! With your permission, we may post your story to our website, quote you in various collateral materials and/or refer media contacts. (If you talk to someone from the media, be sure to sandwich in a little pitch for your business and include your web address—make this work for you!) OK, go for it…

· Below is a JIAN-style fill-in-the-blank template to help you tell your "story." 
· Please tell us about your ideas, what lead you to purchase our software, what happened after you used the software. How did you get from point A to B?  Did you have help?  What details had to be taken care of?  Did anything unexpected crop up?  Where were you then; where are you to today?  What lessons did you learn?  What advice do you have to share about doing business? 
· (Use what you need – as usual, there is a lot to work with. You can delete everything that doesn’t fit.)
I am the [title] of [Company], a [start-up / new business / existing business] with [xxx] employees, and annual sales of $[000].

[I / We] specialize in [xxx] and it’s my job to [make sure that] [xxx].

My experience in writing these types of documents is [extensive / limited] because [xxx]. 

The reason [I / we] wrote a business plan in the first place was to [start a business / organize a business—define vision & direction / restructure a business / buy a business / sell a business / get a bank loan or line of credit / secure funding (private investor, VC, etc.) / secure an SBA loan / establish supplier credit for inventory / prepare for IPO / have a basis to sell shares or partnership units / persuade key people to join the organization].

Our company was in the process of [xxx], and the opportunity before me was [xxx]. 

The reason [I / we] purchased BizPlanBuilder was to [xxx].  

My goal was to [xxx] within [hours / days / weeks / months / years]. 

· What were you up against? (What was keeping you awake at night?)

The economic environment when [I / we] started the business was [economic and market conditions influencing your decision to start, grow or redirect your business].

The competitive environment was [what competitors were doing, and where your business fit in your market].

· If you were seeking funding, what was your target dollar figure? 

[Company] was looking for $[000] and [type of investors] investors. 

[I / We] raised $[000] over a period of [00] [weeks / months / quarters / years] in [0] round(s) of funding.

[I / we] presented our business plan to [who, or what organizations], where [I / we] received valuable feedback and [xxx]. Ultimately, our funding came from [xxx].

· What did you use the funds for?

[I / We] used the funding to [launch the business / launch a new product / market our xxx in xxx markets / develop a new xxx / reorganize and begin production of xxx / etc.].

· How did BizPlanBuilder help you accomplish your business and/or funding objective?

BizPlanBuilder helped us clarify [xxx] and gave us a solid foundation to [xxx]. 

[I / We] used it to test various scenarios, and to [xxx]. 

[I / We] also used it as an ongoing standard against which we could measure our results.

Every [xx] months, [I / we] go back and update our plan. This helps us stay on top of changes in [the market / our business / the economy] that influence our profitability and overall success.

· How long did it take to complete your plan?

[I / We] completed our business plan, in only [00] [days / weeks / hours]. [I / We] must have saved at least [00] [hours / days / weeks / months] compared to doing the whole thing from scratch.  Would [I / we] have been able to do it without the program? Possibly. But [I / we] might have overlooked [xxx] or [xxx] as these things were covered in BizPlanBuilder, but [I / we] probably wouldn’t have thought to include them.  

· Describe the steps you took after completing your plan:

[I / We] approached [xxx] to obtain [xxx].

[I / We] looked at [xxx] and [xxx] as we needed [xxx] to operate most efficiently.

After [I / we] received funding, [I / we] [xxx]. This helped us [xxx] and helped us quickly adjust to a change in [xxx]. [I / we] reran our numbers and successfully [xxx].

· What, if any, outside help did you enlist for this project?

[I / We] worked with [a / an] [accountant / banker / business consultant / attorney / investment banker / VC / market analyst / research entity / advertising agency / PR firm / etc.].

· What role did they play in the development process?

The other people [I / we] worked with include: [Titles, etc.], and they provided [xxx] that was very important as we [xxx].

Using BizPlanBuilder, [I / we] experienced [xxx] and [xxx] as a direct result of using BizPlanBuilder, and saw indirect results in our [xxx].

Since using BizPlanBuilder, our business has changed with respect to how we [xxx]. 

We are now planning to [xxx] and expect to see [xxx] results in overall growth and the addition of [xxx].

· Describe any specialized customization you used to make your plan specific to your business.

[I / We] changed [xxx] and we also added [xxx] to demonstrate the [xxx] for our business. 

[I / We] deleted the section on [xxx], as it was not relevant to our [xxx] objectives, and created several [xxx] sections to discuss our multiple [xxx].

[I / We] presented our plan to [bankers / investors / family / friends / prospective employees / potential business partners / suppliers / resellers for our products / etc.].  The response was [x]. Some said it was the best [xxx] of [xxx] they had ever seen. Others were impressed by [xxx].

If  [I / we] were to do this again in the future, [I / we] would definitely [xxx] or [xxx], as [I / we] found that [I / we] could [xxx] with the product, which [I / we] [had / had not] expected. This made it possible to [xxx].

[I / We] now see this business differently in that [xxx]. [I / We] have learned [xxx] and expect to see our company [xxx] in the future as a result of what [I / we]’ve learned.

What [I / we] liked most about this is [xxx].  This really helped [me / us] to [xxx].  

If [I / we] hadn't had BizPlanBuilder and this experience, [I / we] would have [xxx].

· What would you tell a friend considering [starting or buying a business / expanding an existing business / considering selling their business]?

[I / We]’d recommend BizPlanBuilder because [xxx]. 

[I / We]’d also suggest that [xxx]. 

BizPlanBuilder made it possible to [xxx], so I’d have to say it was worth at least $xxx in terms of dollars, and [xxx] in terms of time.

Additionally, I’d really like you to know that [xxx].

Sincerely,

[Owner/Founder]
P.S. You have my permission to use all or part of my story as you see fit to promote both of our interests.

Statistics for Your Business
Is this your first business plan? 


Yes 

No 
Business Plan Submission  

Please complete the following and submit this with an electronic version of your completed business plan.  

The computer I used was a [xxx] and the software programs I used were [xxx].

Will you provide JIAN a copy of your business plan?

Yes 

No 
Will you provide a photograph of yourself in front of your business? 
Yes 

No 
URL to photo or logo image for your business: (.jpg or .gif) ______________________________ 
NOTE: you can submit print photos and company logo art on digital media by mail if you wish.

All submitted plans become the property of JIAN. 
At JIAN's discretion, plans not selected for immediate posting may be retained and considered for subsequent use.

Plans can be submitted in any of the following electronic forms:  

· Rich Text Format (.rtf), MS Word (.doc) and MS Excel (.xls)

· Windows or Macintosh

· via email, or on digital media, including floppy disk, Zip® disk, or CD.

Thank you very much!

